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INTRODUCTION 
Penn State Student Media Network (PSSMN) set out to better understand the demographic makeup of the 
students who comprise its five member organizations; Centre County Report, CommRadio, The Daily Collegian, 
PSN-TV and WKPS, The Lion 90.7 FM. Results will help inform strategies for pursuing grant funding for future 
PSSM projects along with identifying growth opportunities within the members organizations' staffs. 

SAMPLING 
A sample of 566 undergraduate students at the University Park campus who belong to the five member 
organizations of Penn State Student Media Network - Centre County Report, CommRadio, The Daily Collegian, 
PSN-TV and WKPS, The Lion 90.7 FM - were invited via email to participate in this survey in February 2025. In 
total, 65 students completed the survey for an 11.5% response rate. Survey data is reported in the tables and 
paragraphs on Pages 2-4 of this document. 

Additionally, Penn State Student Affairs used the email addresses provided to PSSMN to gather census data for 
this report on students' gender, race/ethnicity and semester standing. This data was compiled based on the 
students' records with the University and is reported in Tables 1-3 on this page. 

~ Table 2 
Race/Ethnicity 

~ Table 1
Gender

~ Table 3
Current Year Standing 

Key:
~ Census data, ^ Survey data
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^ ACADEMICS
Survey participants were asked to write in their current or intended major. The most common response was 
broadcast journalism (35%) followed by telecommunications (15%), journalism (11%), film production (5%), 
print and digital journalism (3%), advertising (3%), public relations (3%), media studies (2%) and 
photojournalism (2%).

12% of the respondents indicated they were pursuing double majors, while 20% reported majoring in a 
discipline outside of the Donald P. Bellisario College of Communications. Those students came to PSSMN 
from the College of Arts and Architecture, the College of Earth and Mineral Sciences, Eberly College of 
Science, the College of Engineering, the College of Information Sciences and Technology, the College of 
Liberal Arts and Smeal College of Business.

^ Table 4
PSSMN Orgs Belonged To 

^ MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS OUTSIDE OF PSSMN
51% of survey participants wrote in that they were members of other media or journalism organizations that are 
not part of Penn State Student Media Network. The Association of Women in Sports Media was named most 
often, with 18% of respondents belonging to that group. Other common responses included After the Whistle 
(12%), 46Live (12%), Penn State’s chapter of the National Association of Black Journalists (9%), Onward State 
(9%), CommAgency (9%), Her Campus at Penn State (6%) and the Student Film Organization (6%).  

Students also noted belonging to campus organizations such as the Penn State News Lab, Centre Documenters, 
the Penn State Chapter of Delta Kappa Alpha, Campus Weather Service and the Penn State Music Group. Media 
organizations outside of Penn State where students said they worked included WJAC-TV, WTAJ, Beyond the Mic 
podcast, NBADraft.net, FanSided, B1G+, MLBBro.com and Juniata County Radio.

 ^ Table 5
Preferred News Source

Key:
~ Census data, ^ Survey data
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^ Table 6
Need-Based Financial Aid

^ Table 8
Primary Language Spoken

^ Table 9
Self-Described Orientation

^ Table 7
Home State 

Key:
~ Census data, ^ Survey data



^ Table 10
Religious Affiliation

^ Table 11
Disability Status

^ Table 12
Political Orientation
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